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Appendix A: Species at Risk potentially present within 1 km of the expanded PDAs and Results of Field Surveys

Project Site Taxon English Name Scientific Name SARA OESA Preferred Habitat Description

Habitat 

Availability within 

120 m of PDA 

based on field 

survey

Presence/ 

Absence within 

PDA based on 

field survey

Mitigation/Timing Windows

Bird Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus THR - Sch 1 THR

In Ontario, the Whip-poor-will breeds in dry open woodland and is 
typically associated with forest edges and openings.  It prefers rock or 
sand barrens with scattered trees, savannahs, old burns in a state of 
early forest succession, and open conifer plantations for breeding 
(Cadman et al., 2007).  The species shows a preference for even-aged 
stands and it avoids both wide-open spaces and deep forest.  

Absent Absent None required.

Bird Henslow's 
Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii END - Sch 1 END

Henslow’s Sparrowpreferentially inhabit open habitats,consisting of 

weedy fields and meadows, preferably moist, with a mixture of grasses, 
forbs and scattered shrubs (Herkert et al., 2002).  Factors that affect the 
quality of breeding habitat for Henslow’s Sparrows include litter density 

and depth, standing dead residual vegetation, forb and woody-stem 
densities and size.  In general, the species prefers large areas of tall, 
dense grass with a well-developed litter layer and standing dead forb 
vegetation for singing perches.  Sparse to no woody vegetation is 
important.  

Absent Absent None required.

Bird Acadian 
Flycatcher Empidonax virescens END - Sch 1 END

Acadian Flycatcher's preferred breeding habitat generally consists of 
large mature forests and deeply wooded ravines (Friesen and Stabb, 
2001). A minimum of 30 hectares of suitable habitat are required. 
Acadian Flycatchers generally prefer large tracts of undisturbed forest 
and in Ontario, the species often breeds in black ash swamps 
(Whitehead and Taylor, 2002).

Absent Absent None required.

Plant American 
Chestnut Castanea dentata END - Sch 1 END

American Chestnut grows in rich mixed and deciduous forests, frequently 
with oak; most populations have been decimated by chestnut blight 
(Nixon, 1997). Typical preferred habitat is upland deciduous forest on 
acid to neutral, sandy soil. In Ontario, it is limited to the Carolinian Zone, 
where the growing season is long, temperature extremes are moderated 
by the lower Great Lakes and moisture is well supplied (COSEWIC, 
2004).

Absent Absent None required.

Reptile Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina SC - Sch 1 SC

Snapping Turtles inhabit ponds, sloughs, streams, rivers, and shallow 
bays that are characterized by slow moving water, aquatic vegetation, 
and soft bottoms. Females show strong nest site fidelity and nest in sand 
or gravel banks at waterway edges in late May or early June (COSEWIC, 
2008).

Present Absent

To avoid potential impacts to Snapping Turtles, 
construction should occur from November 1 to April 30, 
outside the species' active season. If construction is 
required within this window, it is recommended that 
barriers (e.g., silt fencing) at wetland and watercourse 
boundaries be installed. 

North Westover 

Station
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Project Site Taxon English Name Scientific Name SARA OESA Preferred Habitat Description

Habitat 

Availability within 

120 m of PDA 

based on field 

survey

Presence/ 

Absence within 

PDA based on 

field survey

None required.

Reptile Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentina SC - Sch 1 SC

Snapping Turtles inhabit ponds, sloughs, streams, rivers, and shallow 
bays that are characterized by slow moving water, aquatic vegetation, 
and soft bottoms. Females show strong nest site fidelity and nest in sand 
or gravel banks at waterway edges in late May or early June (COSEWIC, 
2008).

Absent Absent None required.

Bird Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus THR THR

The Bobolink is generally referred to as an “area-sensitive grassland 

species” that typically prefers habitat patches greater than 10 ha 

(Bollinger and Gavin 1992). It nests primarily in forage crops with a 
mixture of grasses and broad-leaved forbs, predominantly hayfields and 
pastures. Preferred ground cover species include grasses such as 
Timothy and Kentucky bluegrass and forbs such as clover and dandelion 
(COSEWIC 2010).  Bobolink is an area-sensitive species, with reported 
lower reproductive success in small habitat fragments (Kuehl and Clark 
2002; Winter et al. 2004).

Present Absent

Bird Eastern 
Meadowlark Sturnella magna

THR - No 
Schedule THR

Meadowlarks are ground nesting birds (Harrison, 1975), which are often 
associated with human-modified habitats where they sing from prominent 
perches such as roadside wires, trees and fence posts. As a grassland 
species the Eastern Meadowlark typically occurs in meadows, hayfields 
and pastures. However, it will utilize a wider range of habitats than most 
grassland species, including mown lawn (e.g. golf course, parks), 
wooded city ravines, young conifer plantations and orchards (Peck and 
James 1983).  The Eastern Meadowlark is generally tolerant of habitat 
with early succession of trees or shrubs.  As with other grassland 
species, current threats are primarily the result of expanding urbanization 
and intensive farming practices (Cadman et al., 2007).

Present Absent

Hilton Station

If feasible, avoid construction between April 1 and August 
31. If construction must occur in this window, a qualified 
biologist will conduct breeding bird nest sweeps. Nest 
sweep searches should be completed within three days of 
clearing or activity. If clearing is not completed within three 
days following the nest search, the search will be repeated 
to ensure that no birds have established new nests during 
that period. If no nests are found, clearing or other 
activities may proceed in the area searched. If a nest is 
located a designated buffer will be delineated, within which 
no activity will be allowed while the nest is active.
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Project Site Taxon English Name Scientific Name SARA OESA Preferred Habitat Description

Habitat 

Availability within 

120 m of PDA 

based on field 

survey

Presence/ 

Absence within 

PDA based on 

field survey

Mitigation/Timing Windows

Bird Eastern 
Meadowlark Sturnella magna

THR - No 
Schedule THR

Meadowlarks are ground nesting birds (Harrison, 1975), which are often 
associated with human-modified habitats where they sing from prominent 
perches such as roadside wires, trees and fence posts. As a grassland 
species the Eastern Meadowlark typically occurs in meadows, hayfields 
and pastures. However, it will utilize a wider range of habitats than most 
grassland species, including mown lawn (e.g. golf course, parks), 
wooded city ravines, young conifer plantations and orchards (Peck and 
James 1983).  The Eastern Meadowlark is generally tolerant of habitat 
with early succession of trees or shrubs.  As with other grassland 
species, current threats are primarily the result of expanding urbanization 
and intensive farming practices (Cadman et al., 2007).

Present Absent

Bird Golden-winged 
Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera

SC - No 
Schedule SC

Golden-winged warbler preferred breeding habitat is areas of early 
successional vegetation, found primarily on field edges, hydro or utility 
right-of-ways, or recently logged areas.

Present Absent

Reptile Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentine SC Sch1 SC

Snapping Turtles inhabit ponds, sloughs, streams, rivers, and shallow 
bays that are characterized by slow moving water, aquatic vegetation, 
and soft bottoms. Females show strong nest site fidelity and nest in sand 
or gravel banks at waterway edges in late May or early June (COSEWIC, 
2008).

Present Absent

Reptile Blandings Turtle Emydoidea blandingii THR - Shc 1 THR

Blandings Turtles inhabit shallow water, usually in large wetlands and 
shallow lakes with lots of aquatic plants. The species hibernates in the 
mud at the bottom of permant water bodies from late October until the 
end of April (MNR, undated). 

Present Absent

Reptile Spotted Turtle Clemmys guttata END - Sch 1 END

Spotted Turtles inhabit small, shallow water bodies such as bogs, 
marshes, fens, coastal wetlands and small ponds. These turtles move 
short distances oerland to lay their eggs. They typically hibernate at the 
bottom of wetlands, or in underwater burrows or cavities where water is 
roughly 50 to 100 cm deep (Ontario Nature, 2011). 

Present Absent

Bird Henslow’s 

Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii END Sch1 END

Henslow’s Sparrowpreferentially inhabit open habitats, consisting of 

weedy fields and meadows, preferably moist, with a mixture of grasses, 
forbs and scattered shrubs (Herkert et al., 2002).  Factors that affect the 
quality of breeding habitat for Henslow’s Sparrows include litter density 

and depth, standing dead residual vegetation, forb and woody-stem 
densities and size.  In general, the species prefers large areas of tall, 
dense grass with a well-developed litter layer and standing dead forb 
vegetation for singing perches.  Sparse to no woody vegetation is 
important.  

Absent Absent None required.

Bird Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus

To avoid potential impacts to turtles, construction should 
occur from November 1 to April 30, outside the species' 
active season. If construction is required within this 
window, it is recommended that barriers (e.g., silt fencing) 
at wetland and watercourse boundaries be installed.

Cardinal Station

The Bobolink is generally referred to as an “area-sensitive grassland 

species” that typically prefers habitat patches greater than 10 ha 

(Bollinger and Gavin 1992).  It nests primarily in forage crops with a 
mixture of grasses and broad-leaved forbs, predominantly hayfields and 
pastures.  Preferred ground cover species include grasses such as 
Timothy and Kentucky bluegrass and forbs such as clover and dandelion 
(COSEWIC 2010).  Bobolink is an area-sensitive species, with reported 
lower reproductive success in small habitat fragments (Kuehl and Clark 
2002; Winter et al. 2004).

N/A THR Present Absent

If feasible, avoid construction between April 1 and August 
31. If construction must occur in this window, a qualified 
biologist will conduct breeding bird nest sweeps. Nest 
sweep searches should be completed within three days of 
clearing or activity. If clearing is not completed within three 
days following the nest search, the search will be repeated 
to ensure that no birds have established new nests during 
that period. If no nests are found, clearing or other 
activities may proceed in the area searched. If a nest is 
located a designated buffer will be delineated, within which 
no activity will be allowed while the nest is active.
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Project Site Taxon English Name Scientific Name SARA OESA Preferred Habitat Description

Habitat 

Availability within 

120 m of PDA 

based on field 

survey

Presence/ 

Absence within 

PDA based on 

field survey

Mitigation/Timing Windows

Plant Wild Leek Allium tricoccum N/A N/A Wild Leek are found in mesic deciduous woodlands and wooded bluffs. Absent Absent None required.

Absent
Lampropeltis 

triangulum
SC Sch1 N/A Absent

Absent None required.

Montreal Terminal

Milksnake are found in a variety of habitats, from prairies and fields, to 
rock outcrops and a variety of forest types and commonly found in and 
around old buildings and structures.

Eastern brown snake are found in moist, forested uplands and lowlands, 
overgrown agricultural fields, meadows and urban areas. The Eastern 
brown snake tends  to avoid open areas and are typically found under 
rocks, logs and debris.

None required.

Reptile Eastern Brown 
Snake Storeria dekayi SC N/A Absent

Reptile Milksnake
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