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Hearing Order OH-001-2014 
Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC (Trans Mountain) 

Application for the Trans Mountain Expansion Project (Project) 
 

Written evidence of Susan Dickinson 

Name of intervenor: North Shore No Pipeline Expansion (“NSNOPE”) 
  

Part 2: 1 

1.0 Wildlife 2 

Since	  she	  moved	  to	  this	  property,	  Ms.	  Dickinson	  has	  become	  very	  an	  avid	  bird	  and	  wildlife	  3 
watcher.	  She	  has	  frequently	  visited	  the	  Wild	  Bird	  Trust	  of	  British	  Columbia	  that	  was	  4 
entrusted	  in	  the	  1990’s	  to	  reclaim	  and	  preserve	  Maplewood	  Flats	  as	  a	  sanctuary	  for	  5 
birdlife.	  Here	  she	  has	  learned	  that	  Maple	  Wood	  Mud	  Flats	  was	  once	  an	  industrial	  area	  that	  6 
has	  been	  reclaimed.	  A	  tidal	  estuary,	  it	  is	  a	  unique	  place	  where	  birds	  can	  have	  fresh	  water,	  7 
and	  enjoy	  the	  bounty	  of	  the	  ocean.	  There	  are	  now	  at	  least	  234	  species	  of	  birds	  that	  use	  the	  8 
area.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9 

                                        10 

Photograph of eagle on piling in front of Susan Dickinson's residence with tanker in background. Image 11 
taken by Roger Mara on July 26, 2013 12 
 13 
 14 
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                                1 

Photograph of trumpeter swans on Maplewood mud flats taken from Susan Dickinson's and Roger Mara's 2 
residence on March 29,2012. Image taken by Roger Mara. 3 
 4 

From	  her	  property	  Ms.	  Dickinson	  has	  seen	  many	  types	  of	  birds	  including	  purple	  martens,	  5 
osprey,	  eagles,	  bufflehead	  ducks,	  green	  winged	  teals,	  American	  widgeons	  by	  the	  hundreds,	  6 
greater	  yellow	  legs,	  mergansers,	  and	  trumpeter	  swans.	  	  Great	  blue	  herons,	  that	  have	  just	  7 
been	  put	  on	  the	  public	  registry	  of	  species	  at	  risk,	  have	  their	  nests	  in	  Maplewood	  Flats,	  and	  8 
Ms.	  Dickinson	  has	  seen	  them.	  Ospreys	  nest	  on	  top	  of	  the	  pilings	  in	  front	  of	  her	  house.	  	  9 

 10 

A	  committee	  of	  neighbours	  annually	  places	  small	  bird	  houses	  on	  the	  top	  of	  the	  pilings	  for	  11 
purple	  martens,	  that	  will	  only	  nest	  in	  houses.	  	  12 
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                            1 

Photograph taken by Roger Mara from the residence of Susan Dickinson and Roger Mara showing 2 
neighbours placing birdhouse for purple martens on teh pilings in front of their house. Image taken on April 3 
13, 2014 4 
 5 
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She	  has	  seen	  otters	  in	  this	  area,	  as	  well	  as	  coyotes	  and	  deer.	  	  	  	  1 

	  	  2 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3 

Photographs taken by Roger Mara fromt he residence of Susan Dickinson and Roger Mara showing deer 4 
running at edge of mud flats. Image taken on August 14, 2012 5 

1. Recreational use of parks and marine areas located opposite the WMT and 6 
impacts to those uses from the Project. 7 

Like many people in this area Ms. Dickinson’s family regularly uses the water for recreational 8 
activities such as paddle boarding, kayaking, swimming, and pleasure boating.  The photo below 9 
shows some canoeists with an oil tanker in the background.  10 
 11 

 12 
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	  1 

Photograph of Susan Dickinson's sons in canoe in front of her residence with tanker in background. 2 
Photographs taken July 8, 2013 by Roger Mara. 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
 9 
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	  2 

 3 
Photograph taken of Susan Dickinson's children and their friends crab fishing in front of her residence with 4 
tanker in background. Image taken by Roger Mara on July 30,  2014. 5 
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However, for Ms. Dickinson, the most significant aspect about the unpolluted Burrard Inlet is the 1 
wildlife and birdwatching.  The birds that come to Maplewood Flats have become a very 2 
significant part of her life. She would be devastated if the birds were destroyed. When the spill in 3 
English Bay recently occurred, she was terrified because of what it would mean to the birds. She 4 
is not alone in this passion. She sees many people bird watch from Maplewood Flats, and many 5 
people who are dedicated to regularly maintaining the area and cleaning it up.  Ms. Dickinson 6 
and her family also regularly fish for crab and salmon as shown in the photo above centre. 7 
Others, including members of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation, also fish near their house.    8 

	  9 

Photgraph taken of men fishing for crab on May 31, 2013 in front of the residence of Susan Dickinson and 10 
Roger Mara. Photograph taken by Roger Mara. 11 
 12 

The inlet in front of her house is busy all the time, particularly in the summer. On a busy summer 13 
day boats pass constantly. Everytime she looks up, it seems that there is at least one boat in view.  14 


